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Subject:     "IR3SH  BOUQUETS , "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 
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The  flowers  of  late  summer  and  early  fall  make  some  of  the  loveliest  bouquets 
of  the  season  for  the  house.    This  is  the  time  of  year  for  "blooms  with  vivid  colors — 
lots  of  yellow  and  deep  red  especially.    A  jar  of  garden  chrysanthemums;  a  bowl  of 
bright  asters  or  richly  colored  dahlias  can  make  a  whole  room  seem  full  of  light  and 
cheer . 

But  the  pleasure  of  having  cut  flowers  in  the  house  is  soon  gone  if  your  bou- 
quets wilt  in  a  day  or  so.  Nothing  is  more  depressing  than  to  get  up  in  the  morning 
and  find  the  flowers  you  arranged  so  carefully  only  a  day  before  all  limp  and  droop- 
ing.   It's  enough  to  make  your  spirits  wilt  along  with  the  flowers. 

Plant  scientists  have  learned  a  good  deal  about  keeping  cut  flowers  fresh. 
They  have  spent  considerable  time  investigating  this  subject  because  it  is  important 
to  the  florist  trade  as  well  as  to  gardeners  and  flower  lovers  generally. 

So,  for  the  sake  of  your  bouquets  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  here  are  some 
tips  from  the  scientists  to  help  you  keep  flowers  fresh  indoors.    Some  of  these  facts 
you  may  know  already,  but  you  may  like  to  reviev;  them  as  a  reminder. 

The  first  point  to  remember  is  that  most  flowers  keep  best  if  you  pick  them 
early  in  the  morning  before  the  heat  of  the  day  has  taken  moisture  from  the  stems  and 
leaves.    The  exception  to  this  rule  may  be  gladiolas.    Recent  investigations  at  one 
experiment  station  indicate  that  glads  last  longer  if  you  pick  them  in  the  early 
afternoon  rather  than  in  the  morning. 

The  second  point  to  remember  is  that  some  flowers  keep  best  if  you  cut  them 
when  they  are  not  quite  out,  while  others  last  longer  if  you  wait  until  they  are  in 
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fall  bloonu    Snapdragons  are  at  the  right  stage  for  cutting  when  they  have  abotit  a 
third  of  the  flowers  open  at  the  "base  of  the  spike  and  the  rest  in  bud.    The  "buds 
vill  continue  to  come  out  after  the  plants  are  in  water.    Asters  last  longest  if  you 
bring  them  in  with  petals  in  the  center  not  fully  out.    ¥ait  until  chrysanthemums 
are  in  full  bloom  to  cut  them. 

You'll  be  well  repaid  in  long-lasting  bouquets  if  you  take  the  trouble  to 
carry  a  pail  of  water  to  the  garden  \*hen  you  go  to  gather  flowers.    Pat  each  stem 
down  in  the  water  as  you  cut  it, 

A  few  flowers  will  hold  up  well  if  you  arrange  them  for  display  as  soon  as 
you  bring  them  indoors.    Chrysanthemums  are  among  these.    They  are  good  lasters  even 
without  much  care.    Other  flowers  need  to  stand  "up  to  their  necks"  in  cool  deep 
water  a  few  hours  before  they  go  out  in  bowls  and  vases.    Asters  and  calendulas  are 
some  of  the  flowers  that  need  a  deep  drink  on  coming  into  the  house. 

Of  course  you  know  thirst  is  what  makes  f lowers  wither.    For  one  reason  or 
another  they  can't  draw  up  enough  water  to  supply  petals  and  leaves.    So  the  trick 
of  keeping  them  fresh  is  to  keep  them  able  to  drink.    Most  important  is  changing 
the  water  every  day  and  cutting  off  the  ends  of  the  stems  on  the  slant  every  day. 
This  slows  up  the  bacteria  that  grow  on  the  stems  and  clog  tubes  so  the  flower  can't 
get  enough  water.    Remove  all  leaves  that  will  be  under  water  for  these  encourage 
growth  of  bacteria.    Keeping  the  water  cool  helps,  too.    On  hot  days  you  can  drop  a 
cube  of  ice  from  the  refrigerator  into  your  bowl  of  flowers  now  and  then.    The  best 
place  for  flowers  is  the  coolest  part  of  the  room.    Hever  let  bouquets  stand  in 
^direct  sunlight  or  in  a  draft  of  air  because  it  dries  them. 

People  often  ask  if  aspirin  in  the  water  will  keep  flowers  fresh.  The  plant 
scientists  say  aspirin  may  deter  the  bacteria  somewhat,  but  keeping  the  water  fresh 
and  cutting  stems  daily  will  do  a  lot  more  for  flowers  than  dosing  them  with  medicine. 
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I         Of  course,  you  know  the  "best  container  for  flov/ers  is  one  that  holds  plenty 
)f  water.    And  you  know  flower  stems  need  free  circulation  of  water  around  them. 
Packed  close  together  in  a  vase,  they  can't  drink  easily. 

One  reason  for  cutting  stems  on  the  slant  each  day  when  you  trim  them  is  to 
open  the  tubes  as  much  as  possible,  and  also  keep  the  stems  from  standing  flat  on 
the  bottom  of  the  jar. 

The  last  thing  at  night  while  your  husband  is  winding  the  clock  and  putting 
the  cat  out  is  a  good  time  for  you  to  carry  your  bouquets  to  a  cool  room  for  a  change 
of  water  and  a  trim.    Covering  the  upper  stems  with  moist  newspaper  during  the  night 
s  a  help  toward  keeping  petals  from  wilting.    Don't  let  the  newspaper  weigh  on  the 
flowers.    Just  use  it  to  keep  them  moist  and  hold  the  stems  straight. 

Flowers  like  a  temperature  of  40  to  45  degrees.  If  you  have  a  place  as  cool 
as  this  in  your  house,  by  all  means  let  the  flowers  spend  the  night  there.  They'll 
reward  you  with  extra  freshness  in  the  morning. 

As  separate  blooms  in  your  bouquets  begin  to  look  faded,  clip  them  off.  Clip 
off  each  faded  bloom  on  a  stalk  of  glads  or  a  bunch  of  chrysanthemums  and  the  rest 
will  stay  looking  fresh  and  attractive.    If  the  leaves  age  before  the  blooms,  remove 
them  and  substitute  fresh  green  from  the  garden. 

These  hints  from  the  plant  scientists  are  to  help  you  get  more  enjoyment 
indoors  from  the  last  flov/ers  of  summer. 


